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ETHIOPIA (TTYOPPYA) 

The name Ethiopia (Aithiopia), applied to various countries by the ancient Greeks, was eventually employed 
to designate the highlands to the southeast of Nubia (Kush), also known as Abyssinia. In spite of impressive 
material remains little is known of the history of the ancient kingdom of Aksum, which converted to 
Christianity in the 4 th century AD under 'Ezana, but entered a three-century-long period of obscurity starting in 
the 7 th century. According to tradition, the Amharic-speaking Aksumite dynasty claimed descent from the 
Israelite king Solomon and the queen of Sheba via their son, Menllik I. In the mid- 10 th century this line of kings 
was temporarily suppressed by an evil queen, who has been identified as named Gudit (“Judith”), as possibly 
pagan or Jewish or Muslim, and as the founder of the Zagwe dynasty; in fact none of these notions should be 
considered fact, and there were perhaps as many as three distinct queens who played significant political roles 
during this general period. Sometime in the u tl century, the Aksumite dynasty was indeed replaced by the 
’Agaw-speaking Zagwe dynasty, which has left behind an impressive set of rock-cut churches near its capital 
Adafa from the reign of Lallbala. Several decades later, in 1170, the Zagwe line was overthrown and replaced by a 
new dynasty founded by Tasfa lyasus (Yekuno ’Amlak), claiming descent from the old Solomonic line of kings. 

The Solomonic dynasty lasted in the direct male line for almost six centuries, enduring repeated Muslim 
attacks that culminated in the early 16 th century and a long period of disorder and recurrent civil wars starting in 
the later half of the 18 th century. After 1855 the throne passed into the hands of a succession of rulers whose 
connection with the Solomonic dynasty was increasingly tenuous. This intensified regional opposition to the 
new rulers, who were all the more determined to unify the country under their control. The policies of 
Tewodros II and Yohannes IV yielded some results, but both monarchs perished in military disasters: the former 
against the British, and the latter against Muslim invaders from Sudan. The next monarch, Menllik II, continued 
the trend towards centralization and modernization. His attempt to secure Italian support resulted in the cession 
of Eritrea to Italy and continued friction in which Italy was defeated and Ethiopia superficially took over what is 
now southern Somalia in 1896. After Menllik II’s death in 1913 the throne was briefly held by his grandson, 
lyasu V, who was soon deposed for his Muslim sympathies, and then by Menllik’s daughter Zawdltu, who 
reigned together with her regent Tafari Mekonnin, the later Hayla Sellase I. Shortly after his accession he 
granted a constitution based upon that of Meiji Japan in 1931. From 1935 to 1941 Ethiopia was occupied by 
Italy, whose king Vittorio Emanuele III was invested as emperor of Ethiopia. The Italian occupation brought the 
abolition of slavery and further modernization and infrastructure development, which were continued after the 
restoration of Hayla Selasse I in 1941. His second reign witnessed the annexation of Eritrea in 1951 and the 
granting of a new constitution in 1955. In spite of this regional and social unrest mounted with the help of 
communist agitation and dynasty was overthrown by the military in 1974—1975. 

The imperial title was “king of kings” (nigusa nagast). Regional governors, increasingly independent from the 
mid-18 th to the late 19 th century, held any or all of the following titles, in descending order of importance: nigus 
(“king”), J dbeto (“prince”), rds (“duke”), and dejdzmdc (“count”); the western equivalents are approximate and 
merely denote the relative placement within the hierarchy. The 3 dbeto of Sawa (Shoa) assumed the idiosyncratic 
title of maridazmac, which was later resurrected to designate imperial crown princes. The rulers of Wag and 
Lasta used the title wdgsum. Names in the list below are transliterated from Ge'ez, mostly following Budge. The 
earlier king-lists being hopelessly confused, this list begins in the twelfth century. 

I. ETHIOPIA (TTYOPYA) 

Kings of kings (nigusa nagast) of Ethiopia 

Zagwe Dynasty 

c. 1150—1170 Takla Haymanot (Mardrd) ... son of (?) Asda 1 
c.i 170—1180 Tantawedem ... son of Takla Haymanot 


1 According to tradition, Takla Haymanot married the daughter of his Aksumite predecessor, but she is 
sometimes identified as Masoba Warq, daughter of Delna'ad, and sometimes as Terda’ Gabaz, daughter of 
Hezba Nan; whether these two sets of names refer to the same individuals is uncertain; attempts to identify 
either of these women with the evil queen, who reigned in c. 945—975, are unconvincing. 
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c.i 180—1190 Yemreha Krestos ... son of Germa Seyum, son of Takla Haymanot 

c.i 190—1200 Qedus Harbe (Gabra Maryam) ... son of Zan Seyum, son of Takla Haymanot; abdicated 

c. 1200—1230 Lallbala (Gabra Masqal) ... brother of Qedus Harbe; abdicated 

c.i 230—1240 Na’akuto La’ab ... son of Qedus Harbe; abdicated 

c.i 240—1270 Yetbarak ... son of Lallbala 

Solomonic Dynasty 

1270—1285 Tasfa Iyasus (Yekuno ’ Amldk) ... son of’Edem ’Asgad; ruler at Tagulat 

1285—1294 Salomon I (Ydgbe'd Seyon) ... son ofTasfa Iyasus 
1294—1295 Senfa ’Ar'ed ... son of Salomon I; abdicated 
1295 — 1296 Hezba ’Asgad ... son of Salomon I; abdicated 

1296— 1297 Qedma ’Asgad ... son of Salomon I; abdicated 

1297— 1298 Zln ’Asgad ... son of Salomon I; abdicated 

1298— 1299 Sab’a ’Asgad ... son of Salomon I; abdicated 

1299— 1314 Wedem ’Ar'ad ... son ofTasfa Iyasus 

1314—1344 'Amda Seyon I (Gabra Masqal) ... son of Wedem ’Ar'ad 

1344—1372 Newaya Krestos (Qicestantmos/Sayfa ’ Ar'ed') ... son of'Amda Seyon I 

1372—1382 Newaya Maryam (Wedem ’ Asfare/Germa Msfare) ... son of Newaya Krestos; deposed, died 1382 

1382—1411 Dawit I, Qirqos ... son of Newaya Krestos 

1411 —1414 Tewodros I (Walda ’ Anbasa) ... son of Dawit I 

1414—1429 Yeshaq (Gabra Masqal) ... son of Dawit I 

1429— 1430 ’Endreyas, Eskender) ... son ofYeshaq 

1430— 1433 Takla Maryam (Hezba Nan) ... son of Dawit I 

1433 Sarwe Iyasus (Mehreka Nan) ... son of Takla Maryam 

1433— 1434 'Amda Iyasus (BadelNan) ... son of Takla Maryam 

1434— 1468 Zar’a Ya'qob (Questantinds/'Amda Seyon) ... son of Dawit I 

1468—1478 Ba’eda Maryam I (Qirqds/Ddwit?) ... son of Zar’a Ya'qob 
1478—1494 ’Eskender (Qiiestantinos) ... son of Ba’eda Maryam I 

1494 'Amda Seyon II ... son of’Eskender 
1494—1508 Na'od I ('Anbasa Bazar) ... son of Ba’eda Maryam I; claimant 1478 

1508—1540 Dawit II (Lebna Dengel/Wandg Sagad) ... son of Na'od I 
1540—1559 Galawdewos (AsndfSagad) ... son of Dawit II 
15 59—1563 Minas (Wandg SagadGAdmas Sagad) ... son of Dawit II 

— Tazkaro ... son of Ya'qob, son of Dawit II; rival 1561 
1563—1597 Sarsa Dengel (Malak Sagad) ... son of Minas 
1597—1603 Ya'qob (Malak Sagad) ... bastard son of Sarsa Dengel; deposed 
1603 —1604 Za Dengel (’Asndf Sagad) ... son of Lesana Krestos, son of Minas 

1604—1607 Ya'qob (Malak Sagad) ... restored 

1607—1632 Susenyos (Malak Sagad/Seltan Sagad) ... son of Faslladas, son ofYa'qob, son ofDawIt II; 

abdicated, died 1632 

1632—1667 Faslladas ('Alam Sagad/Seltan Sagad) ... son of Susenyos 

1667—1682 Yohannes I (A'aldf Sagad) ... son of Faslladas 

1682—1706 Iyasu I (Adydm Sagad) ... son ofYohannes I; deposed, died 1706 

1706—1708 Takla Haymanot I (Le'iil Sagad/Gerum SagadGAbrak Sagad) ... son of Iyasu I 
1708 Na'od II ... son of Takla Haymanot I; deposed 
1708—1711 Tewoflos (‘Asrdr Sagad) ... son ofYohannes I 
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1711 —1716 

1716—1721 
1721 —1730 
1730-1755 
1755-1769 
1769 
1769-1777 

1777-1779 
1779-1784 
1784—1788 
1788 — 1789 


1789-1794 

1794 - 1795 
1795 

1795 - 1796 

1796- 1797 

1797 - 1798 

1798- 1799 

1799 
1799 — 1800 

1800 
1800—1801 
1801 —1818 
1818 — 1821 
1821 — 1826 

1826 

1826—1830 

1830—1832 

1832 

1832 
1832 
1832—1840 
1840—1841 
1841 
1841 — 1845 
1845 
1845 — 1850 
1850—1851 
1851 — 1855 


Yostos (Dsahai Sagad) ... son of Delba Iyasus by Walatta Hawariyat, daughter ofWalda 
Glyorgis by ’Amlakawlt, daughter of Yohannes I 
Dawlt III (\Adbar Sagad) ... son of Iyasu I 

’Asma Glyorgis (Masth Sagad/Adbar Sagad), Bakdffd ... son of Iyasu I 
Iyasu II (’Adydm Sagad/Berhan Sagad) ... son of’Asma Glyorgis 
’Iyo’as I (Adydm Sagad) ... son of Iyasu II; deposed, died 1769 
Yohannes II (Sadiq Sagad) ... son of Iyasu I 

Takla Haymanot II (Admas Sagad/Tebab Sagad/Hayl Sagad) ... son of Yohannes II; deposed, 
died 1777 

Salomon II ... son of Adahie, son of Iyasu II; deposed, died 1782 

Takla Glyorgis I (Feqr Sagad) ... son of Yohannes II; deposed 

Iyasu III (Ba'dla Segdb) ... son of’Atsequ, son of Iyasu II; deposed, died 1788 

Takla Glyorgis I (Feqr Sagad) ... restored; deposed 

— Atse Ba’eda Maryam ... rival in Tigray 1788 

— Atse Iyasu ... rival 1788 

— Takla Haymanot ... rival in Gondar 1788—1789 
Hezqeyas ... son of Iyasu II; deposed, died 1816 
Takla Glyorgis I (Feqr Sagad) ... restored; deposed 
Ba’eda Maryam II ... son of Salomon II; deposed 
Takla Glyorgis I (Feqr Sagad) ... restored; deposed 
Salomon III ... son of Takla Haymanot II; deposed 

Yonas ... son of Letetsum, son ofYonas, son ofBisores, descendant of Faslladas; deposed, died 1832 
Takla Glyorgis I (Feqr Sagad) ... restored; deposed 
Salomon III ... restored; deposed, died 1827 

Demetros (Adydm Sagad) ... son of Arqadewos, son of Afnin, descendant of Faslladas; deposed 

Takla Glyorgis I (Feqr Sagad) ... restored; deposed, died 1817 

Demetros (Adydm Sagad) ... restored; deposed, died 1803 

'Egwala Seyon (Newaya Sagad) ... son of Hezqeyas 

’Iyo’as II (Adydm Sagad) ... son of Hezqeyas 

Glgar ... son of Iyasu/Glyorgls, son of Gabra, son of Mammo, descendant of Faslladas deposed 
Ba’eda Maryam II ... restored; deposed, died 1833: 

Glgar ... restored; deposed 

Iyasu IV ... son of Salomon III; deposed 

Gabra Krestos ... son of Gabra Masai, son of Walda ’Amlak, son of Aganatewos, descendant of 
Faslladas 3 ; deposed 

Sahla Dengel... brother of Gabra Krestos; deposed 

Gabra Krestos ... restored 

Sahla Dengel ... restored; deposed 

Yohannes III ... son of Takla Glyorgis I; deposed 

Glgar ... restored; deposed 

Sahla Dengel ... restored; deposed 

Yohannes III ... restored; deposed 

Sahla Dengel ... restored; deposed 

Yohannes III ... restored; deposed, died 1868: 

Sahla Dengel ... restored; deposed 


1 Elsewhere the descent is given as Glgar, son of Iyasu II. 

J Elsewhere the descent is given as Gabra Krestos, son of Gabra Heywat, son of Yostos, son of Iyasu I. 
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House of Qwdrd 

1855 — 1868 Tewodros II 4 ... son of Hayla Maryam of Qwara, son of Walda Glyorgis, son of Elfyos by 

Walatta Gabre’el, daughter of Kinfu Rufa’el, son of Enqwa’el, son of Ansete, son of Sabla 
Wangel, daughter of Faslladas; deposed, died 1871 

House of Ldstd 

1868—1871 Takla Glyorgis II 5 ... son of Gabra of Lasta, son ofMadhin by daughter ofKinfu by Terungo, 
daughter of Gugsa of Gondar by Walatta Feqr/’Amata Sellase, daughter of Takla Glyorgis I; 
deposed, died 1871 

House ofTigrdy 

1871—1889 Yohannes IV 6 ... son of Mirc'a, son of Walda Kldane of Tamben, son of Walda Mika’el, son of 
Walda Qirqos by Walatta Mika’el, daughter of Mammo by Sabla Wangel, daughter of Walda 
Glyorgis by ’Amlakawit, daughter of Yohannes I; brother of Takla Glyorgis II’s wife Dinqines 

House of Sau’d 

1889—1913 Menllik II (Sdhla Maryam) ... son of Hayla Malakot of Sawa; husband of Bafana, daughter of 
Tewodros II 

1913—1916 Iya.su V (Wasan Sagad) ... son of Mika’el of Wallo by Sawaraga, daughter of Menllik II; 
deposed, died 1935 

1916—1930 Zawdltu (Askdla Maryam) ... daughter of Menllik II; widow of’Araya Sellase, son of Yohannes IV 
1930—1936 Hayla Sellase 1 7 ... son of Mekonnin of Tigray, son ofWalda Mika’el by Tenagne Warq, sister of 
Menllik II; husband of Manan, daughter of ’Asfaw Mlka’ll by Sehin, sister of lyasu V; deposed 
House of Savoy (Italy) 

1936—1941 Vittorio Emanuele III ... son ofking Umberto I of Italy; Italy 1900—1946; Albania 1939—1943; 
expelled 1941, abdicated 1943, died 1947 

House of Sail’d 

1941 —1974 Hayla Sellase I ... restored; deposed, died 1975 

1974—1975 ’Asfaw Wasan ... son of Hayla Sellase 1 8 ; deposed, died 1997 
(republic 1975) 

II. REGIONAL RULERS 

Rulers of Begamder 

1784—1788 'All I... son of Gwangul Merid, son of ’Abba Getiye; dejazmac and rds 
1788—1792 ’Aligaz ... brother of'All I 

1792—1799 Walda Gabre’el ... brother of Gwangul Merid, the father of’Aligaz 
1799—1825 Gugsa ... son of Marso by Kefei, sister of Walda Gabre’el 
1825 — 1828 Yimam ... brother of Gugsa 

1828—1831 Marye ... brother of Yimam 
1831 Dorl ... brother of Marye 

1831 — 1853 'All II ... son of’Alula, son of Gugsa; deposed, died 18 66 

(to Ethiopia 1853) 

Rulers of Gojjam 

1784—1795 Hayla I ... son ofYosadiq of Gojjam, son ofWalda Habib, son of Ibido; dejazmac 

4 Originally named Kasa. 

5 Originally named Gobaze. 

6 Originally named Kasa. 

7 Originally named Tafarl; he served as regent since 1916 and was associated on the throne as nigus 1928. 

8 The government was carried out in ’Asfaw Wasan’s name as nigus without his consent or presence. 
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1795-1799 
1799-1815 
1815—1853 
1853-1855 
1855—1869 
1869—1874 
1874 
1874—1901 
1901—1901 
1901—1905 
1907—1931 


1681—1703 

1703-1719 

1719-1744 

1744-1775 

1775-1807 

1807—1813 

1813—1847 

1847-1855 

1855— 1856 

1856— 1859 
1859 
1859 

1859—1865 

1865—1889 


1748-1771 

1771-1771 
1771-1779 
1779-1784 
1784—1788 
1788—1790 
1790—1816 
1816 
1816—1818 
1818-1831 
1831—1855 
1855—1863 


Me rid ... son of Hayla I 
Gwalu ... son of Merid 

Gosu ... son of Zewde by Dinqinas, daughter of Hayla I 
Tadla ... son of Gwalu; deposed, died 1868 
Desta ... son of Tadla; deposed 
(to Ethiopia) 

Desta ... restored 

Takla Haymanot ... son of Tasamma, son of Gosu 

Mangasa ... son of ’Atikam 

Bazabeh ... son of Takla Haymanot 

Hayla II ... son of Takla Haymanot; deposed, died 1951 

(to Ethiopia 1931) 

Rulers of Sawa (Shoa or Shewa) 

Neguse Krestos ... son of Lebsa Qal, son ofWarada Qal, son of Segwe Qal, son ofYa'qob, son 
of Dawlt II y dbetd 

’Asfaw Wasan I (Sebestyanos) ... son of Neguse Krestos; mariddzmdc 
Abe (Qedami Qal) ... son of’Asfaw Wasan I 
’Amba lyasus ... son of Abe 

’Asfaw Wasan II (Tewodros) ... son of’Amba lyasus 

Wasan Sagad (Walda Glyorgls) ... son of’Asfaw Wasan II; rds 

Sahla Sellase (Menllik) ... son of Wasan Sagad; nigus 1839 

Hayla Malahot ... son of Sahla Sellase 

Sahla Maryam ... son of Hayla Malakot; deposed 

Hayla Mika’el ... son of Sahla Sellase; deposed, died 1884 

Bazabeh ... appointed by Tewodros II; deposed 

Sayfa ... son of Sahla Sellase 

Bazabeh ... restored 

Sahla Maryam ... restored; emperor Menllik II 1889—1913 
(to Ethiopia 1889) 

Rulers of Tigray 

Mlka’el, Suhul ... son of Hezqeyas, son ofWalda Hawaryat; dejdzmdc 1748; rds 1759; deposed 
Kefla lyasus ... son of TAmda Mika’el; dejdzmdc 
Mlka’el, Suhul ... restored 
Walda Samu’el ... son of Mlka’el 

Walda Gabre’el ... son ofWalatta Mika’el, daughter of Mlka’el 

Gabra Masqal ... son of sister of Mlka’el; rds-, deposed, died 1805 

Walda Sellase ... son of Kefla lyasus 

Hezqeyas ... son of Galadait, daughter of Mika’el 

Walda Rufa’el ... son of Dabbab, son of Kefla lyasus; dejdzmdc 

Sab’a Gadls ... son of Walda Le'ul, son of’Enda Sebhat 

Ube ... son of Hayla Maryam, son of Gabra; rds 1831; deposed, died 1859 

’Araya ... son of Dimtsu, son ofDabbab, son of Kefla lyasus; deposed, died 1889 


9 Elsewhere the descent is given as Neguse II, maternal grandson of Gabre’el, son of Neguse I, maternal grandson 
of Malak Sagad, bastard son of unidentified Solomonic ruler, perhaps Zar’a Ya'qob. Neguse’s mother Senebelt 
may have been the daughter of Gabre’el or perhaps ofWarada Qal of the official genealogy given above. 
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1863 —1867 
1867—1881 
1881—1888 

1888— 1889 

1889— 1899 
1900—1903 
1903 — 1906 
1906—1911 
1911 —1931 
1933-1935 
I93S-I94I 
1941 — 1960 
1960—1974 


Bariaw ... son of Pawlos; husband of Altas, daughter of Tewodros II 

Kasa ... son of Mirc'a by ’Amata Sellase, sister of ’Araya; emperor Yohannes IV 1871—1889 
’Araya Sellase ... son of Kasa; nigus 

Seyon ... son of Gabra Kidane by Dinqines, sister of Kasa; dejazmac ; deposed, died 1890 

Mangasa I ... son of Kasa; rds; deposed, died 1906 

Wale ... son of Batul, son of Hayla Maryam; deposed, died 1918 

Mekonnin ... son of Walda Mika’el 

Seyon II ... son of Mangasa I; deposed 

Gugsa ... son of’Araya Sellase 

Hayla Sellase ... son of Gugsa; deposed, died 1985 

(to Italy) 

Seyon II ... restored 

Mangasa II ... son of Seyon II; deposed 

(to Ethiopia 1974) 
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